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Studies on Monyo in the Tropics: Focused on Visual Images
Created by People from Indonesian Archipelagos

Yuko FUKATSU

Naruaki SASAKI

Shunji ITO

Monyo, the visual images created by human, has decorated
surfaces of various things reflecting cultural aspects such as
myth, religion, culture, art, design and people’s life, In Indone-
sian archipelagos. various types of characteristic monyo have
been created and decorated their own objects in each island
to present their ethnic identities and to lead a wealth life.
They also present their history of tribes and culture those of
which have been influenced by India, China, Europe and oth-
ers. In this paper, we researched characteristic features of
monyo in Indonesia, especially focused on Bali where suc-
ceeded Java-Hindoo religion from traditional Javanese court
culture. We also analyzed the changing of monyo design to
explore the origin and development of monyo, based on our
field researches in the local communities.
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